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Los Angeles: 1920s 



A Patchwork of 
Oil Wells across 
LA County

• ~20,000 oil wells 
across 70 oil fields 

• Region developed in 
tandem with fossil fuel 
extraction

• Historically 
underregulated



Aesthet ic  Mit igat ion  Technology  
or  “H idden in  P la in  S i te”



COMMUNITY VOICES
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Unmatched Density and 
Proximity of Urban Oil Drilling
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Community Concerns



Key Health 
Findings in 
South LA 
neighborhoods

• Proximity associated with LOWER 
lung function (both strength & size) 
• Similar to impacts of secondhand smoke

• Stronger effect (worse lung function) 
among participants living CLOSER and 
DOWNWIND

• Blood pressure, and particularly 
diastolic blood pressure, decreased as 
distance from oil wells increased



Neighborhood 
Air Quality 

• Methane emissions were 
heightened near urban oil and 
gas facilities.

• Decrease in air toxics when wells 
stop producing

• Non-methane hydrocarbons 
spikes related to oil and gas 
activity.



Toxic Metals in residents <1 km 
from oil wells
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