
 

 

         
                                             

                                                   
                                                   

                                    
                            

                              
                           

                           
                        

       
  

                                  
     

      

                                               
  

   

 

2,4,5‐Trichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4,5‐T) Fact Sheet 
2,4,5‐T was used in the past to control weeds in forests, parks, pastures, lawns, and along roadsides and railroad tracks. Because of toxicity 

concerns, most uses were ended in the U.S. in the 1970s. All uses of 2,4,5‐T in the U.S. ended by 1985. Biomonitoring California tests for 2,4,5‐T 

only because it is included in a laboratory method that measures a group of similar chemicals. We do not expect to find 2,4,5‐T in people’s urine. 

2,4,5‐T was found in  Weed control products used in the past in forests, parks, pastures, lawns and along 
roadsides and railroad tracks. All uses of 2,4,5‐T in the U.S. ended by 1985. 

Possible health concerns  Weed control products that contained 2,4,5‐T were contaminated with dioxin, a toxic 
chemical known to cause cancer and harm the developing fetus. Use of these weed 
control products ended because of toxicity concerns, but it is not known whether 2,4,5‐T 
itself posed health concerns or if toxicity was due to dioxin alone. 

Possible ways to reduce 
exposure 

 No actions are suggested because 2,4,5‐T is no longer used and does not last a long time 
in the environment. 

For more information: 

To find out about past use of 2,4,5‐T as an ingredient in Agent Orange, an herbicide used by the U.S. military in Vietnam, visit: 
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/basics.asp 
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